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the prizes that might be made out of their own Country.* This,
he said, was the result of "the different manner in which the
common people were treated in America & Great Britain, He
did not think that the elected had any right in any case to narrow
the privileges of the electors."
On the vote the states were unanimously in favor of the rule
of suffrage proposed by the Committee of Detail. This meant
that the Convention declined to set up any property qualifications
for the electors. It meant also, however, that many of the dele-
gates had, or represented, interests in other property besides land.
They did not want to see the suffrage restricted to freeholders,
who were many of them small farmers, friends of paper money
and other measures threatening to the shipowners., merchants,
and owners of securities.
The Convention refused also to set up property qualifications
for members of Congress. Most of the states by their constitutions
required their legislators to own property of varying amounts:
in South Carolina so high as a freehold of two thousand pounds
for a state senator. On August 10 Charles Pinclcney moved that
the members of Congress, and also the executive and the fed-
eral judges, be required to take oath that they were possessed
of "a clear unincumbered estate" of values respectively to be
determined. Rutledge seconded the motion.
Franklin again "expressed his dislike of every thing that tended
to debase the spirit of the common people. If honesty was often
the companion of wealth, and if poverty was exposed to peculiar
temptation, it was not less true that the possession of property
increased the desire of more property. Some of the greatest
rogues he was ever acquainted with, were the richest rogues. We
should remember the character which the Scripture requires in
Rulers, that they should be men hating covetousness. This Con-
stitution will be much read and attended to in Europe, and if it
should betray a great partiality to the rich.—-will not only hurt us
in the esteem of the most liberal and enlightened men there, but
discourage the common people from removing to this country."
After FranHin sat down the majority on his side was so evi-
dent that the vote of the states was not even called for. It is
interes.ting to note that the next month Franklin permitted the
American Museum in Philadelphia to publish his Information for
those who would wish to remove to America, which had first ap-

